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Minority Business Certification

Beginning July 1, 2003 all vendors desiring to do business with the State of Florida must be registered on MyFloridaMarketPlace.  This includes minority-owned businesses seeking certification or re-certification.   
Who is Eligible to Apply for MBE Certification
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 African Americans
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 Asian Americans
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 Hispanic Americans
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 Native Americans
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 Non-Minority American Woman 

Eligibility Criteria for Certification


The applicant/business must be: 
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  A for profit business that is domiciled in Florida and engaged in commercial transactions. 
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 Owned at least 51% by minority persons who are permanent residents of Florida and are citizens of the
United States of America.  Permanent Resident Aliens are NOT eligible for certification.
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.A small business enterprise that is independently owned and operated, has a net worth of not more than 

 $5 million, and  employs and employs 200 or fewer full-time, permanent employees; OR certified by the


 federal government as a 8(a) certified business

Certification & Re-certification Process


Vendors can now apply for Minority Business Certification online when registering for MyFloridaMarketPlace.   
All vendors seeking certification or re-certification must register with MyFloridaMarketPlace.
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  Certification Process
All the data entered on MyFloridaMarketPlace will be available to the Office of Supplier Diversity to process the Minority Business Certification request.  However, Vendors must still supply the required supporting documents to validate the certification request. These documents must be received by the Office of Supplier Diversity within twenty-five days (25 days), or the request for certification is automatically denied and revoked.  Vendors must accept the terms and conditions to complete the process.  Supporting documents to submit, include:
· Proof of minority status for all owners (birth certificates, court records, tribal records, passports, naturalization, or voter registration cards) 

· Proof of residency of all owners/directors (drivers license, homestead exemption, or voter registration) 

· Professional license(s) used in the conduct of business 

· Fictitious name registration 

· Occupational licenses 

· All stock certificates issued, including cancelled certificates 

· Stock ledger 

· Articles of Incorporation 

· Corporate Bylaws and minutes of organizational meeting 

· Detailed resumes of all principals and owners 

· Detailed list of inventory available for resale to the public 

· Copy of bank signature card or letter from bank 

· Last two years' income tax returns or balance sheet 
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  Re-Certification Process
vendors seeking re-certification and have valid supporting documents on file with the Office of Supplier Diversity can download the required affidavit and be sure mark the checkbox available at time of registration on MyFloridaMarketPlace. Vendors must accept the terms and conditions to complete the process. Vendor’s receive an e-mail from the Office of Supplier Diversity, providing a notification of the certification status. 
For additional information on MBE Certification, please contact The Office of Supplier Diversity at (850) 487-0915.  
For assistance with MyFloridaMarketPlace registration, call the Help Desk toll free at 1-866-352-3776. 

